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Background 
This document contains extracts from the following HELCOM meetings of relevance for the HELCOM Group 
on Sustainable Agricultural Practices (Agri group): 

- 53rd Meeting of HELCOM Heads of Delegation (HOD 53-2017), 12-13 December 2017, Helsinki, 
Finland 

- 39th Meeting of Helsinki Commission (HELCOM 39-2018), 5 March 2018, Brussels, Belgium 
- Eighth Meeting of the Working Group on Reduction of Pressures from the Baltic Sea Catchment Area 

(HELCOM PRESSURE 8-2018), 18-20 April 2018, Berlin, Germany 
 
The Outcome of HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 2018 held on 6 March 2018 in Brussels, Belgium, is included in 
document 2-1. 
 

Action requested 
 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the information. 
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Information on the outcomes of recent HELCOM meetings 
 

HOD 53-2017 

Agenda Item 2 Preparations for HELCOM 39-2018 and HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 2018 

... 

Nutrient Recycling Strategy  

2.24 The Meeting took note of the document “Background for regional nutrient recycling 
strategy” (document 2-7) submitted by Finland.  

2.25 The Meeting concluded that the material in document 2-7 provides suitable background 
information to support the text of a Ministerial decision on development of a regional nutrient recycling 
strategy and took note that Sweden needs additional time to review the document (by 21 December 2017).  

2.26 The Meeting took note of the comments by Russia on the background document (document 
2-8) and agreed that the comments are to be taken into account in the future development of a nutrient 
recycling strategy. 

Agenda Item 3 Matters arising from the HELCOM Groups 

… 

Outcomes of working group meetings 

3.4 The Meeting took note of matters raised within recent meetings of the subsidiary bodies 
(documents 3-14 and 3-15) as introduced by the Executive Secretary:  

… 

- that the Agri group highlighted that further work on nutrient recycling matters require 
financial support and invited the Secretariat to seek for the opportunities to apply for appropriate funding. 

… 

Agri 

3.51 The Meeting took note of the activities in the HELCOM Agri group as presented by the Chair 
of Agri, Ms. Tarja Haaranen (Presentation 1). 

3.52 The Meeting discussed the suggested scope of the revision part 2 of Annex III of the Helsinki 
Convention (document 3-4) and agreed on the revised scope (Annex 5) with the following : 

- to consider integration of a new paragraph on nutrient recycling to the Annex in line with 
corresponding decision of the Ministerial Declaration. 

- to take into account of the concern expressed by Denmark regarding potential consequences 
of adding of the glossary to the Annex for the whole text of the Convention. In this respect, the Meeting 
suggested establish the Glossary of terms and decide on its place after relevant consultations. 

3.53 The Meeting discussed a suitable timetable for the future review and revision work and 
decided that the work is to be started in spring 2018 and requested the Agri group to provide a suggestion 
regarding time frame to HOD 54-2018. 
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HELCOM 39-2018 
 

Agenda Item 2 2018 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 

… 

2.6 The Meeting considered the proposal for the update of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan 
(document 2-6) and adopted the proposal as contained in document 2-6 Rev.1. The Meeting noted that the 
establishment of the BSAP Task Force was hereby agreed and that its Terms of Reference will be proposed 
and considered at the next HOD meeting. 

Agenda Item 3 Matters arising from the subsidiary bodies 

… 

HELCOM projects 

3.22 The Meeting took note of the information on the status of HELCOM projects (document 3-9). 

3.23 The Meeting recalled the approval by HOD of HELCOM involvement as a partner in new 
projects under the Baltic Sea Region Programme and more specifically the Interreg Project Platform Call. 
These project proposals are related to agriculture, Baltic MSP, Clean Shipping, and integrated water 
management and took note of the information that the proposals were submitted to Interreg on time. 

Agenda Item 5 Accounts 2016–2017, budget 2018–2019 and other institutional and organisational 
matters of the Commission 

… 

5.5 The Meeting took note of the draft priorities of the Finnish HELCOM Chairmanship 2018-
2020 (document 5-4) including the focus on leading the update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan, development 
of a follow-up system for the reduction of nutrient inputs, formulating a regional nutrient recycling 
strategy, understanding the role of the Baltic Sea in the global carbon cycle, and creating strong links 
between the UN Agenda 2030 process and HELCOM work. 

 

PRESSURE 8-2018 
 

Agenda Item 7 Measures to reduce nutrient loads 

7.1 The first draft of the new PLC product - Report on the overall evaluation on effectiveness of 
measures – was presented to PRESSURE 7-2017 for consideration.  

7.2 The Meeting took note of the information on the progress in elaboration of the PLC-6 report 
on effectiveness of measures by PLC Project Manager (document 7-12) and on the revised outline focussing 
on country-wise approach to evaluate measures together with a plan to finalize the report, including the 
source-oriented quantification of sources. The Meeting also took note that almost no additional 
information has been provided  

…  

7.8 The Meeting agreed to postpone the delivery of this PLC-6 project product and to consider it 
at PRESSURE 9-2018. 

… 



AGRI 6-2018, 2-4 
 

 

Page 4 of 5 
 

7.33 The Meeting took note of the information and appreciated CCB’s proposal to arrange an 
international workshop on the role of integrated river basin management in reducing nutrient inputs to the 
Baltic Sea, with the participation of river basin management bodies, transboundary river commissions and 
UNECE Water Convention Secretariat. 

7.34 The Meeting supported the idea to organize an international workshop and took note of the 
information that at least the German representatives in Odra River Basin Commission support this 
initiative. 

7.35 The Meeting also took note that Russia has investigated the possibility to set reduction 
targets for rivers and is ready to share the experience. 

7.36 The Meeting requested the RedCore DG to start preparations for the workshop concept note 
in cooperation with the PLC-7 Project Implementation Group and CCB, with the assistance of the 
Secretariat, and present this concept note at PRESSURE 9-2018. 

Agenda Item 8 Nutrients recycling 

8.1 The Meeting recalled that PRESSURE 7-2017 had supported the background document on 
nutrient recycling, which was further elaborated by the HELCOM Agri group and submitted to HOD 53-2017 
to support the development of a Ministerial decision on the HELCOM nutrient recycling strategy (Outcome 
of PRESSURE 7-2017, paras 6.3-6.7). The Pressure group had also contributed to the HELCOM publication 
“Overview of nutrient recycling in the Baltic Sea countries” which provides background on nutrient 
recycling in the region and has been published on the HELCOM website. The HELCOM Ministerial Meeting, 
6 March 2018, committed to elaborating by 2020 a Baltic Sea Regional Nutrient Recycling Strategy 
(HELCOM Ministerial Declaration, paras 27-28) (document 8-1). 

8.2 The Meeting took note of the developments towards Baltic Sea Regional Nutrient Recycling 
Strategy. 

8.3 Finland presented document 8-4, Baltic Sea Regional Nutrient Recycling Strategy – Proposal 
for the outline of the Work. The outline of the work plan is proposed by Finland as the Chair of HELCOM 
Agri group. The outline will be updated based on the discussions in PRESSURE 8 2018 and sent to the AGRI 
6-2018 meeting (15-16 May 2018) for discussion and further development. Finland invited Pressure group 
to consider participation in the proposed drafting group and the participation of the observers having 
special expertise in the issue would also be appreciated. 

8.4 The Meeting thanked Finland for the proposal and discussed the outline regarding the input 
of Pressure Group.  

8.5 The Meeting supported the proposed plan to elaborate a Regional Nutrient Recycling 
Strategy and the working methods and agreed to contribute to this work in accordance with the proposed 
timeline. 

8.6 The Meeting took note that EUSBSR PA Nutri wishes to continue close cooperation with 
HELCOM and provide support for elaboration of the strategy. 

8.7 The Meeting took note of the information by Sweden on recent work analysing nutrient 
flows in the society, which will contribute to the strategy.  

8.8 The Meeting took note of the information on the call for proposals of project platforms by 
INTERREG programme. The project platforms are intended to summarise the outcomes of various EU 
projects in one thematic area into a policy messages. 
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8.9 The Meeting took note of the platform project proposals BSR WATER (document 8-2) and 
SUMANU (document 8-3) which are both aimed to support the elaboration of the Regional Nutrient 
Recycling Strategy. 

8.10 The Meeting took note that EurEau supports the initiatives and would like to contribute to 
the HELCOM work on the nutrient recycling strategy. 
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